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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to amendment received on January 27, 2006. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102/103 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Rutherford et al. (5692950). 
Rutherford et al. discloses an apparatus for polishing an optical disk comprising, a 
rotatable polished body holder for holding a polished body (Column 9, Lines 3-65), a 
rotatable polishing body holder (Column 9, Lines 3-65) for holding a polishing body 
(Figure 1) (24), a buffer member (14) provided between the polishing body and the 
polishing body holder, a rigid member (22) provided between the buffer member and the 
polishing body holder (Column 5, Lines 1-11), a driver for rotationally driving the 
polishing body holder and/or the polished body holder, and a pressing unit for pressing 
the polishing body holder and the polished body holder against each other with the 
predetermined contact pressure (Column 9, Lines 3-65). The examiner notes that since 
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Rutherford et al. discloses the same material (i.e. polyurethane, Column 8, Lines 24- 
27), thickness (i.e. 1-2 mm thick, Column 7, Lines 33-36) and pressure (i.e. 3-20 kPa, 
Column 10, Lines 8-10) as disclosed by the applicant in the specification, therefore 
since the properties of Rutherford et al. and the applicant are the same the deformation 
of the buffer member would inherently fall within the disclosed range of 0. 1 mm-0.2mm. 

5. Assuming arguendo, if the deformation of the buffer member is not seen as 
falling within the disclosed range of 0.1mm-0.2mm, it would have been obvious to 
modify the polishing pad of Rutherford et al. containing the properties (i.e. thickness, 
pressure and material) as disclosed by the applicant, since Rutherford et al. teaches of 
including those previously mentioned properties falling within wider ranges than 
disclosed by the applicant, in order to obtain the required amount of deformation of the 
buffer member as desired by a user during various applications. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Keipert (5962120), Bauer (6547657) and Hutchins (4671020) all 
disclose devices having a buffer member that is elastically deformable and including a 
rigid member located behind said buffer member for providing a stiff backing. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert Scruggs whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8682. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Hail can be reached on 571-272-4485. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





J. Hail, III 
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